Pacing termination of spontaneous ventricular tachycardia in the coronary care unit.
We reviewed our experience with the use of pacing techniques in the acute treatment of spontaneous ventricular tachycardia occurring outside the context of acute myocardial ischaemia. Over a consecutive 18 month period 23 patients (20 male, aged 38-76 yr) admitted to our coronary care unit experienced a total of 75 episodes of haemodynamically tolerated sustained ventricular tachycardia. Pace termination was attempted in 18 patients in a total of 58 episodes of ventricular tachycardia using a standard temporary external pacemaker. Pacing was successful in 32/58 (55%) attempts vs 13/49 (27%) with intravenous antiarrhythmic drug therapy p = 0.003. The superior success rate of pacing was apparent whether or not patients were receiving chronic antiarrhythmic drug therapy. Pace termination should be considered in the treatment of haemodynamically tolerated spontaneous ventricular tachycardias.